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(c) Describe and assess the cost and
effectiveness of projects being pursued
within individual multicounty jurisdic-
tions.

(d) Express observations, conclusions
and recommendations based on such
evaluations which may contribute to
the development of better manage-
ment, coordination and planning proce-
dures.

§22.308 Project approval.

State and multicounty jurisdictional
planning is a State and local preroga-
tive. Federal agencies will be respon-
sive to State rural development strate-
gies and priorities. However, deter-
mination of eligibility and feasibility
and final approval of individual
projects involving Federal funds must
remain with the Federal government
consistent with the Act and imple-
menting regulations.

§22.309 Seeking Federal review.

States may, if they elect, submit
multicounty development plans and
proposals to the Federal Regional
Councils and to the Rural Development
Service, USDA, for review and com-
ment. Such review will neither obli-
gate the Federal government with re-
spect to such programs nor require
States to conform with suggestions
supplied by the USDA or the Federal
Regional Council.
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Subpart A—State Program

§23.1 General.

(a) Title V of the Rural Development
Act of 1972 (Pub. L. 92-419) hereafter re-
ferred to as ““Title V”’ is the Research
and Education component of the Rural
Development Act of 1972. Title V pro-
vides the opportunity to utilize and
build upon the research, extension, and
community service capability of public
and private institutions of higher edu-
cation in each State to expand sci-
entific inquiry and education backup
for rural development. The higher edu-
cational and research institutions in
each State, including the Land Grant
Institutions of 1890, are authorized to
assist in developing and disseminating
through the most appropriate manner,
scientific information, technical assist-
ance, and feasibility studies required to
improve the rural development capa-
bility of local citizens, agencies, and
governments. Programs authorized
under title V shall be organized and
conducted by one or more colleges or
universities in each State to provide a
coordinated program in each State
which will have the greatest impact on
accomplishing the objectives of rural
development in both the short and
longer term and the use of these stud-
ies to support the State’s comprehen-
sive program to be supported under
title V.

(b) Title V operations will be con-
sonant with the purpose that all Fed-
eral rural development activities be co-
ordinated with other federally assisted
rural development activities and with
the State’s ongoing rural development
program. To effectuate such purpose,
the Assistant Secretary for Conserva-
tion, Research and Education will im-
plement title V plans and activities in
close coordination with the Assistant
Secretary for Rural Development.

§23.2 Administration.

(a) Title V will be administered by
the Director of the National Institute
of Food and Agriculture in cooperation
with the chief administrative officer of
the State Land Grant University who
will administer the program within his
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